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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3X3 grid contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats.

S U D O K U

W O R D  P L A Y

SHOE     Gary Brookins and Susie MacNelly

CLANCY   Mark Lynch

We have found 92 words that can be made from the letters 
in the square, each of which uses the letter in the middle 
and contains at least four letters. We challenge you to beat 
this, and also to make at least one nine-letter word. No 
abbreviations, initials or foreign words unless they form 
words in everyday use. No plurals.

Today’s Target: Good 61; very good 74; excellent 92. 

If today is your birthday: 
It’s more than a feeling. You’re on your way this 
year. You will have to battle it out, but you’re ready 
for the challenge. So be prepared for anything, it 
will all be a fight to get there. But you will have 
results.

Aries (21 March-20 April)
Time to unearth your potential. You always had 
what it takes. This new week you’re reaching new 
heights, just don’t limit yourself. The sky is the 
starting point, not the limit. So no problem too big, 
you just need confidence in yourself.

Taurus (21 April-21 May)
Here you are, where you never thought you’d 
be. So all that work paid off, you aimed high, and 
you got it. Time to enjoy the view and all you’ve 
achieved. Of course there may be jealousy, but you 
can deal with it.  

Gemini (22 May-21 June)
Things are challenging to say the least, but you 
were born ready. So go on the ride of your life, you 
will be on your way to getting what you hoped for, 
so you are ambitious, not hesitant.

Cancer (22 June-23 July)
Everything you heard is true. Someone still loves 
you. You battled through, now’s your time. So 
stick it out, and you can have all you desire. Just 
remember, things are going to be hard before they 
get better.

Leo (24 July-23 August)
You like it when you’re admired, this week you’re 
the star of the show. But take care, things don’t 
come easy. Gotta work on that attitude, no need to 
be superior. So take the compliment and run with it.

Virgo (24 August-23 September) 
Take the bull by the horns this week, and see how 
far you can go. Time to keep at it, no doubts. He 

who dares wins, he who hesitates is lost. So put on 
the pressure, and don’t let up until you have it.

Libra (24 September-23 October) 
Gotta realise what’s important, who’s important. 
You always put emphasis on your relationships, this 
week you are in the thick of it. So time to define 
your position and what you want to get out. You 
certainly don’t want any disrespect.

Scorpio (24 October-22 November) 
You didn’t want to believe it, but now you know 
it’s true, you have to be careful what you say and 
do. No time for arrogance, try some charm instead, 
Gotta leave behind that attitude problem, and 
come to the party.

Sagittarius (23 November-21 December) 
So you asked yourself  “What do I want out of life?” 
The answer is not so plain and simple. You know 
this much is true, you are on a journey. Gotta enjoy 
the ride, keep the inspiration. Pursue those goals..

Capricorn (22 December-20 January) 
Time to ditch what wasn’t working, and try a brand 
new you. How you present yourself is always 
important. it’s how people view you. Here’s to 
looking good, and enjoying expressing yourself. 
You can have a great time.

Aquarius (21 January-19 February)
You knew it before it happened, you were the first 
to take a chance, and the first to get there. Not 
without trouble, though. Always being challenged, 
you had to be sure of yourself. So when you got 
there, you knew you would. 

Pisces (20 February-20 March)
It never hurts to think you’re incredible. It wasn’t 
easy but you made it, This week it’s about you and 
no-one else. So don’t let anyone say otherwise. 
There will always be haters, you don’t need to pay 
attention to trolls.

YOUR STARS
Barbara Kiselev

D O U B L E  C R O S S W O R D

QUICK CLUES
ACROSS
1 Besides (11)
9 Bivalve mollusc 
(7)
10 Urchin (5)
11 Fire-raising (5)
12 Canadian 
province (7)
13 Prodigal (6)
15 Dormant (6)
18 Excess (7)
20 A characteristic 
(5)
22 Live (5)
23 Avoidance (7)
24 Enterprise (11)

DOWN
2 Russian 
mountains (5)
3 Special gifts (7)
4 Use (6)
5 Power (5)
6 Regret (7)
7 Firmly fixed (11)
8 Incapable (11)
14 Rendering (7)
16 Relapse (3-4)
17 Declare (6)
19 Supple (5)
21 Foreign (5)

CRYPTIC CLUES
ACROSS
1 They might give people new heart! 
(11)
9 It was in form when young (7)
10 Some of what he irons belongs 
to them (5)
11 This is plural (5)
12 Upset a caterer in a domestic 
row (7)
13 Tries to put it in writing? (6)
15 He doesn’t go for a horse that will 
finish (6)
18 Put into liquidation? (7)
20 A step in making wine? (5)
22 A girl with good ones may attract 
a lot of them! (5)
23 Hide from the real chaos (7)
24 Happy manufacturers enjoy 
themselves? (11)

DOWN
2 Verbal criticism of a show (5)
3 In which youngsters blossom 
forth? (7)
4 Pete gets round it being small (6)
5 Moving melody about a good 
man (5)
6 They knock inside for treatment (7)
7 Are they given by singers accused 
of being off-key? (4,7)
8 Have they no sense of duty? (4,7)
14 Nobody in particular (7)
16 Two small birds make one (7)
17 Blamed broadcast for an uproar 
(6)
19 One who gets up part of the 
stairs? (5)
21 Hesitation about the stuff used in 
theatres (5)

FASTRACK   Bill Holbrook

L A S T  W E E K ’ S  S O L U T I O N

Today’s solutions: aglet agley alert alter angel angle angler 
antler argyle artel aryl earl early elan gael gale gently glare 
glary glean glen gley gnarly greatly lager lane lares large larn 
lase laser last late laten layer lean leant learn least leat lens 
lent lest lyrate lyre nearly neatly rale ratel real regal regnal 
relay rely renal rental sagely sale salt salter saltern salty sanely 
seal slag slang slangy slant slat slate slater slaty slay slayer 
sley slyer snarl snarly stale steal sternal sternly STRANGELY 
strangle style styler tales tangle tangly teal tergal tesla

TODAY’S SOLUTIONS
CRYPTIC: Across: 1 Transplants. 9 Leveret. 
10 Their. 11 These. 12 Terrace. 13 Essays. 
15 Stayer. 18 Immerse. 20 Tread. 22 Looks. 
23 Leather. 24 Merrymakers.
Down: 2 Revue. 3 Nursery. 4 Petite. 5 Astir. 
6 Therapy. 7 Flat denials. 8 Free traders. 
14 Someone. 16 Titlark. 17 Bedlam. 19 Riser. 
21 Ether.
QUICK: Across: 1 Furthermore. 9 Scallop. 
10 Gamin. 11 Arson. 12 Ontario. 13 Lavish. 
15 Asleep. 18 Surplus. 20 Trait. 22 Exist. 
23 Evasion. 24 Undertaking.
Down: 2 Urals. 3 Talents. 4 Employ. 5 Might. 
6 Remorse. 7 Established. 8 Incompetent. 
14 Version. 16 Set-back. 17 Assert. 19 Lithe. 
21 Alien.

G E N E R A L  K N O W L E D G E

1 0  M I N U T E  C R O S S W O R D

C R Y P T I C  3 2 0

N E I L  H A Y W A R D  B R I D G E

QUICK CLUES
ACROSS: 8 Weepy (7) 9 Big-headed (9) 13 
Maxim (5) 14 Trap (5) 15 Bad-mannered (7) 
16 Whaling spear (7) 17 Type of beer (5) 
18 Sponge (5) 20 Squander (5) 22 Sport 
(6) 23 Golfer’s attendant (6) 25 Denounce 
(7) 27 To that place (7) 30 Season (6) 31 
Male relative (6) 32 Wallpaper adhesive 
(5) 35 Italian city (5) 36 Rodent (5) 37 
Leaves (7) 39 Farm vehicle (7) 41 Play (5) 
42 Extremely fat (5) 43 Widespread (9) 44 

Harmful (7)
DOWN: 1 Elder (6) 2 Brass instrument (8) 
3 Private hospital (7,4) 4 Alien (9) 5 Obtain 
(7) 6 Sorcery (10) 7 S American country 
(4) 10 Nut (6) 11 False idea (7) 12 Dairy 
product (6) 19 Bumper cars (7) 21 Child’s 
vehicle (7) 24 Method of voting (4,2,5) 26 
Tiny (10) 28 Superfluous (9) 29 Wild cat (7) 
30 Canny (6) 32 Jumper (8) 33 Small hole 
(6) 34 Gemstone (7) 38 Disinclined (6) 40 
Unit of land (4)

CRYPTIC CLUES
ACROSS: 8 Back on the list of the famous 
(7)
9 Having holes he meant to sew up (4-5)
13 A bang   it’s a shot (5)
14 He’s crotchety and has a bad cold in the 
head (5)
15 It’s to let the rain through when there’s a 
lot of water (7)
16 The foreign and local fish caught (7)
17 Drink a round at “The Nag” (5)
18 Give a note to the down-and-out (5)
20 For the snow, an efficient but expensive 
warmth retainer (5)
22 Having knocked back drink after drink, 
speak indistinctly (6)
23 “Managed,” I put in, “to have 
duplicated” (6)
25 Dressing, run after and join the others (7)
27 Take an alcoholic drink round to him (7)
30 A little time after, had become vicious (6)
31 If you want to know about banking, he’s 
your man! (6)
32 “The King of Siam,” cast many to appear 
in (5)
35 The cockney kept the female in captivity 
in the wood (5)
36 Sculpt the figure you have in mind (5)
37 “Could be colder,” one observed (7)
39 The case for having an advisory council 
(7)
41 He’ll have a stab at treating you (5)
42 Awaken to find ourselves surrounded 
by deer (5)
43 No children, there’s no way out (9)
44 From stupidity, don’t agree to sit in (7)

DOWN: 1 Assume I am up in this field of 
knowledge (6)
2 The report will have unwelcome results (8)
3 Smutty jokes? (5,6)
4 Referring to as “improving” (7,2)
5 Item of furniture that now is broken (7)
6 Not allowed to walk away from, having 
implemented (7,3)
7 With “Hey, you!” following the man 
again (4)
10 Bolts when one laughs at (6)
11 Understanding, mean to go back and 
have a drink with (7)
12 Was drunk, though having been brewed 
for too long (6)
19 Riddled with bullets, was taught a 
lesson (7)
21 Blown by the trumpeter, the note 
lingered on (7)
24 Money that, by your own admission, you 
proved to have paid (8,3)
26 Tidying things away, it’s beginning to 
look fine again (8,2)
28 “Cold” without the “ol”? (9)
29 On the run, chuck the duplicate keys 
in (7)
30 Inserting right into the tree part of the 
arm (6)
32 The rest, bustling, carried in rugs 
destined for the bedroom (8)
33 About the twin daughters, one’s 
ridiculously soppy (6)
34 Anagrammatic clues about a race run (7)
38 Is important and one doesn’t leave out 
of the reckoning (6)
40 Punch, for the party (4)

ACROSS
3 Which scale indicates the velocity 
of the wind (8)
7 To select, is to do what (6)
8 To have looked forward to, is to 
have done what (8)
9 To be more repulsive, is to be 
what (6)
10 Name a place which is open to 
the public gaze (8)
11 To put money to use, is to do 
what (6)
14 Name one of the genders (6)
17 Name a woman’s dressing 
gown (8)
18 What is used for cleaning the 
blackboard (6)
19 What is a reverse tendency (8)
20 Name a public speaker (6)
21 Who indulges in the use of 
irony (8)

DOWN
1 What is a feeling of vexation (7)
2 Name the leaves of a plant (7)
3 Which paunch indicates excessive 
alcoholic beverage drinking (4,3)
4 To employ an item of footwear, is 
to do what (3,4)
5 Name a remote settlement (7)
6 Name a very young child (7)
11 When one takes no notice, one 
does what (7)
12 What, perhaps, is a nomad (7)
13 To be faster, is to be what (7)
14 Needn’t is a contraction of which 
term (4,3)
15 Which term means uncommon 
(7)
16 What is a level of command (7)

ACROSS: 4 Come out with 
damaged lip from a long speech of 
protest (7)
8 A master of arts and another true 
beginner (7)
9 This must endlessly change a 
narrow strip of connecting land (7)
10 A means to an end where the 
point of a lever should be (7)
11 Cross out former play on words 
with good direction (7)
12 Everyone, say, moves to make 
things less suspicious (6)
14 Start running and bar us being 
college treasurer (6)
18 Trek around with a car for one 
who follows other people’s trails (7)
21 Extremely foolish part of the 
mind is first relating to the ear (7)
22 Takes in air in his lean manner (7)
23 Make things look better with 
new cane he used (7)
24 Sits round with unhappy people 
who love to see cruelty to others (7)
DOWN: 1 Starts to affect fixing 
flimsy extras to any shiny material 
(7)

2 Everything in an after-thought 
loses colour (5)
3 Listen and speak and just plain 
gossip (7)
4 Many with pride being upset are 
ready to start shooting (6)
5 Allowed to rise in a bit of 
relaxation (3,2)
6 Very short time for a US mother 
commonly sent out (7)
7 Players with the last hereditary 
social group (5)
13 Let liquids seep through 
something as pain was first outside 
(7)
15 Standing straight up when being 
completely honest (7)
16 Gets to specified parts of the 
river (7)
17 Decisive times when criticism 
originally comes up (6)
18 Model is successful with the 
twosome from birth (5)
19 Some heated ovens showing 
damaged links (5)
20 Be grudging in an allotted 
amount of work (5)

ACROSS
1 Suit in cards (5) 8 Reveal (8)
9 Burning (5) 10 Denied (8)
11 Hardy (5)
12 Propitiatory bribe (3)
16 Almost (4,2)
17 Haphazard (6)
18 Route (3)
23 Gardening tool (5)
24 Leave-taking (8)
25 Impudence (5)
26 Deceptive (8)
27 Specify (5)

DOWN
2 Remnant (8) 3 Properly (2,6)
4 Mozart opera (6) 5 Unseemly show of 
anger (5) 6 Yellow gemstone (5)
7 Intoxicating (5)
12 Female pig (3)
13 Look inquisitively (3)
14 Casual photograph (8)
15 Loss of nerve (4,4)
19 Fascination (6)
20 Attach (5)
21 Quaintly amusing (5)
22 Distort (5)

Contract:  3NT by South

Opening Lead:  ♠5. What is your plan?

Recommended Line:  Players are taught to 
lead their longest and strongest suit against 
no trumps. Declarers are told the same thing, 
especially if the suit requires the loss of a trick 
or two, before it can be cashed. On that basis, 
many declarers will take an early club finesse. 
That loses, a spade comes back, and, soon 
enough, West’s spades are set up. Since the club 
suit alone does not get declarer to the target of 
nine tricks, hearts must be played. West wins a 
trick with the ♥A, and cashes spades to defeat 
the contract. What a difference it makes if you 
win the first spade in dummy, and play the ♥K. 
West wins the first or second heart. If spades are 
continued, duck till the third round, then finesse 
in clubs. East’s ♣K wins, but he has no spade 
left, and West has no entry left. You make two 
spades, three hearts, two diamonds and four 
clubs. Always have a pinch of salt on hand when 
someone gives you bridge advice. The game 
is sprinkled with guidelines that cause many a 
downfall, leaving a bad taste in your mouth.
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TODAY’S SOLUTIONS:
CRYPTIC: Across: 8 No-table. 9 Moth-eaten. 13 
Crack. 14 C-rank. 15 To-r-rent. 16 F-inn-ish. 17 
Pint-O. 18 E-ndow. 20 S-able. 22 Mur-mur (rev). 
23 Cop-I-ed. 25 Catch-up. 27 An-a-to-le. 30 
Bit-ten. 31 Teller. 32 Mi-D-as. 35 ŒEld-Œer. 36 
Car-V-e. 37 Not-iced. 39 Cabinet. 41 Lance. 42 
Ro-us-e. 43 Issue-less. 44 Den-sit-y.
Down: 1 Do-ma-I-n. 2 Backfire. 3 Black humour. 
4 Looking up. 5 Whatnot. 6 Carried out. 7 He-re. 
10 Scoffs. 11 Rap-port. 12 Stewed. 19 Drilled. 21 
B-lasted. 24 Entrance fee. 26 Clearing up. 28 
Heartless. 29 Fl-EE-ing. 30 B-R-eech. 32 Mat-
tres-s. 33 So-dd-en. 34 Scu-TT-le. 38 Counts. 

40 Bash.
EASY: Across: 8 Tearful. 9 Conceited. 13 Axiom. 
14 Snare. 15 Uncouth. 16 Harpoon. 17 Lager. 18 
Cadge. 20 Waste. 22 Hockey. 23 Caddie. 25 
Condemn. 27 Thither. 30 Autumn. 31 Nephew. 
32 Paste. 35 Turin. 36 Mouse. 37 Foliage. 39 
Tractor. 41 Drama. 42 Obese. 43 Prevalent. 44 
Adverse.
Down: 1 Senior. 2 Trombone. 3 Nursing home. 
4 Foreigner. 5 Acquire. 6 Witchcraft. 7 Peru. 10 
Cashew. 11 Fallacy. 12 Cheese. 19 Dodgems. 21 
Scooter. 24 Show of hands. 26 Diminutive. 28 
Redundant. 29 Cheetah. 30 Astute. 32 Pullover. 
33 Eyelet. 34 Emerald. 38 Averse. 40 Acre.

TODAY’S SOLUTIONS
Across: 3 Beaufort. 
7 Choose. 8 Expected. 
9 Uglier. 10 Fishbowl. 
11 Invest. 14 Neuter. 
17 Negligee. 
18 Duster. 
19 Reaction. 
20 Orator. 21 Satirist. 
Down: 1 Chagrin.  
2 Foliage. 3 Beer fat. 
4 Use shoe. 
5 Outpost. 6 Toddler. 
11 Ignores. 12 Vagrant. 
13 Swifter. 
14 Need not. 
15 Unusual. 
16 Echelon. 

TODAY’S SOLUTIONS:
Across: 1 Clubs. 8 Disclose. 9 Afire. 10 Gainsaid. 11 Tough. 12 Sop. 16 Next to. 17 Random. 
18 Way. 23 Spade. 24 Farewell. 25 Cheek. 26 Illusory. 27 State. 
Down: 2 Leftover. 3 By rights. 4 Figaro. 5 Scene. 6 Topaz. 7 Heady. 12 Sow. 13 Pry. 14 Snapshot. 
15 Cold feet. 19 Allure. 20 Affix. 21 Droll. 22 Twist. 

TODAY’S 
SOLUTIONS: 
Across: 4 Polemic. 
8 Amateur. 9 Isthmus. 
10 Fulcrum. 
11 Expunge. 12 Allays. 
14 Bursar. 18 Tracker. 
21 Idiotic. 22 Inhales. 
23 Enhance. 
24 Sadists. 
Down: 1 Taffeta. 
2 Palls. 3 Hearsay. 
4 Primed. 5 Let up. 
6 Moments. 7 Caste. 
13 Leached. 
15 Upright. 
16 Reaches. 17 Crises. 
18 Twins. 19 Kilns. 
20 Stint. 

J U M B O  C R O S S W O R D

TREKNET     Gavin Thomson and Dave Gomersall

HAGAR      Dik Browne

 NORTH
 ♠ K 7
 ♥ K J 4
 ♦ K 8 4
 ♣ A J 9 5 2
WEST  EAST 
♠ Q T 8 5 2  ♠ J 9 6
♥ A 8  ♥ 9 6 5 3
♦ J T 7 6  ♦ Q 9 3
♣ 6 3  ♣ K 7 4
 SOUTH
 ♠ A 4 3
 ♥ Q T 7 2
 ♦ A 5 2
 ♣ Q T 8

IN THESE STRANGE days we probably have more time 
to explore mind games. But we are not unlike some 
Victorians who had the time and inclination to invent 
a phenomenon called Chess Problems. The first ever 
published chess problem was created by the Reverend 
Henry Augustus Loveday and called The Indian. It was 
printed in The Chess Player’s Chronicle in 1845. I publish 
it as this weeks’ puzzle. 
One of the people who was intrigued about its 
possibilities was Samuel Loyd (January 30, 1841 – 
April 10, 1911). He was an American chess player, 
chess composer, puzzle author, and recreational 
mathematician.
As a chess composer, he authored a number of 
chess problems, often with interesting themes. At his 
peak, Loyd was one of the best chess players in the 
US, and was ranked 15th in the world, according to 
chessmetrics.com.
To quote a paragraph from a long article in Wikipedia: 
‘Martin Gardner featured Loyd in his August 1957 
Mathematical Games column in Scientific American and 
called him “America’s greatest puzzler”. In 1898 The 
Strand dubbed him “the prince of puzzlers”. As a chess 
problemist, his composing style is distinguished by wit 
and humour.
However, he is also known for lies and self-promotion, 
and criticized on these grounds - Martin Gardner’s 
assessment continues “but also obviously a hustler”. 
Canadian puzzler Mel Stover called Loyd “an old 
reprobate”, and Matthew Costello called him 
“puzzledom’s greatest celebrity ... popularizer, genius”, 
but also a “huckster” and “fast-talking snake oil 
salesman”.’
Following his death, his book Cyclopedia of 5000 
Puzzles was published in 1914 by his son. * * *
ANOTHER GREAT composer of problems was Vladimir 
Nabokov (1899-1977). Apart from being a great novelist 
(Lolita, Pale Fire, and Ada, he also wrote The Defense 
(1930), about a chess grandmaster named Luzhin 
whose obsession with the game ends tragically, and it 
was made into a film, The Luzhin Defence (2000). His 
collection of Poems and Problems (1969) showcases 18 
of his chess compositions, mostly direct mates (mates-
in-2 and -3 moves). In his memoir Speak, Memory (1951), 
he says “Chess problems demand from the composer 
the same virtues that characterize all worthwhile art: 
originality, invention, conciseness, harmony, complexity, 
and splendid insincerity… Problems are the poetry of 
chess.”
* * *
IN SOUTH AFRICA we had several composers of 
problems. Gerald Anderson, Donald McIntyre, Jan 
Strydom and David Friedgood. Anderson was before 
my time but I knew the other three. Jan Strydom was 
a friend and mentor and McIntyre inspired both myself 
and David Friedgood to compose, the latter much better 
than myself, even though I won the prize for the best 
problem in 1961 in the British magazine, The Problemist.
* * *
For comment or news please write to thechessnik@
gmail.com

White to move and mate in 4 moves

Solution:
1. Kb2 b4 2. Bc1 b5 3. Rd2 Kf4 4. Rd3 mate!

PUZZLE BY H A Loveday

N I C K  B A R N E T T  C H E S S


