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QUICK CLUES
ACROSS: 9 Flattering (9) 10 Appalling
(9) 12 Monetary penalty (4) 13 Song of
loyalty (6) 14 Small trifling article (7) 15
Bed cover (9) 17 Hospital doctor (9) 18
Follow a winding course (7) 19 Capital
of Austria (6) 20 Woodwind instrument
(4) 23 Incisive (9) 25 Brilliance (9) 26
Askew (4) 27 Scamper (6) 29 Lawman (7)
32 Occasionally (9) 34 Tall plant (9) 35
Performance (7) 36 Grumble (6) 37 Flying
insect (4) 38 Type of examination (9) 39

Porcelain (4,5)
DOWN: 1 School holiday period (4,4) 2
Refuse to listen (4,1,4,3) 3 Heavy shower
(8) 4 Punctuation mark (6) 5 Hygienic (4-4)
6 Five-sided (10) 7 Trudge (7) 8 The recent
past (10) 11 Motorcyclist (5) 16 Diminish (6)
19 Animal doctor (3) 21 Jazz piano style
(6-6) 22 Ill (6) 23 Typewritten copy (10) 24
Partner in crime (10) 25 Secret agent (3)
28 Look like (8) 29 Optimistic (8) 30 Brow
(8) 31 Law (7) 33 Islamic holy city (5) 34
Woody plants (6)

34 Struck.
EASY: Across: 9 Adulatory. 10 Execrable. 12
Fine. 13 Anthem. 14 Trinket. 15 Eiderdown. 17
Registrar. 18 Meander. 19 Vienna. 20 Oboe. 23
Trenchant. 25 Splendour. 26 Awry. 27 Scurry. 29
Sheriff. 32 Sometimes. 34 Sunflower. 35 Recital.
36 Murmur. 37 Moth. 38 Practical. 39 Bone china.
Down: 1 Half term. 2 Turn a deaf ear. 3
Downpour. 4 Hyphen. 5 Germ-free. 6 Pentagonal.
7 Traipse. 8 Yesteryear. 11 Biker. 16 Reduce. 19
Vet. 21 Boogie-woogie. 22 Unwell. 23 Transcript.
24 Accomplice. 25 Spy. 28 Resemble. 29
Sanguine. 30 Forehead. 31 Statute. 33 Mecca.
34 Shrubs.

medicine? (8)
2 For pets, it’s anything but progressive
(8,4)
3 The men can be brought back in fetters
(8)
4 A guard for the money? Go on! (6)
5 Blame one when a bird gets out and a
reptile (8)
6 That’s one way to keep the chaps away!
(4,6)
7 Attack in the ring? (5,2)
8 Going on and on about the mad sister
being shut up (10)
11 The time soon comes round for him to
appear (5)
16 Have a keen interest in, you understand
(6)
19 Injury that puts an end to the shooting
(3)
21 Joining in or amusing oneself away from
the others (7,1,4)
22 Like a clot, mixed black in with blue (6)
23 I’m back home right at luchtime, having
soup (10)
24 Managing with difficulty to say one’s
leaving (7,3)
25 Do study (3)
28 A sailor’s in the drink (8)
29 The soldier, filled with a terrible anger,
is ready (8)
30 From the large one made squash: a
soft drink (8)
31 No less upset when I am brought in with
injuries (7)
33 Are out of, at first (5)
34 Impressed by how one controlled the
ball (6)
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TODAY’S
SOLUTIONS:
Across: 3 Powerful.
7 Rapine. 8 Anterior.
9 Dances.
10 Annotate.
11 Bandit. 14 Tenets.
17 Resolute.
18 Accord.
19 Earnests.
20 Ornate.
21 Lambskin.
Down: 1 Panacea.
2 Miscued. 3 Peasant.
4 Eyesore. 5 Frigate.
6 Larders. 11 Barbell.
12 Nostrum.
13 Illness. 14 Treason.
15 Nascent.
16 Thereto.

DOWN
1 Can pace around with a cure for all
ills supposedly (7)
2 Wrongly played a shot when
copper dimes used (7)
3 Set a pan in place for a common
poor farmer (7)
4 Stye possibly is very unpleasant to
look at (7)
5 A half day at the entrance for a
naval escort vessel (7)
6 Lads err in construction of food
storage places (7)
11 Heavy metal weight for a hotel’s
signalling device maybe (7)
12 Most run around to get a
favourite remedy (7)
13 Silliness is not included in some
bad health (7)
14 The first cause shown for a
national crime (7)
15 Nest can be upset when in early
development stages (7)
16 Tote her make-up off to that
place (7)
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TODAY’S SOLUTIONS:
CRYPTIC: Across: 9 Place name. 10 Elaborate. 12
Cake. 13 Wa-I-ter. 14 Don-a-tes. 15 F-earful-ly. 17
Pro-pounds. 18 Coddles. 19 Can-did. 20 Epee. 23
Meth-ought. 25 Con-son-ant. 26 Nips. 27 Strain.
29 Spa-ni-el (rev). 32 She-devil-s. 34 Strata-gem.
35 Railing. 36 Ne-R-ves (rev.). 37 Spin. 38 No-t
en-ough. 39 Conferred.
Down: 1 Specific. 2 Backward step. 3 Ma-nac-les.
4 Sen-try. 5 Ter-rap-I-n. 6 Hand lotion. 7 Round
on. 8 Pe-rsiste-nt. 11 An-t-on. 16 Follow. 19 Cut.
21 Playing a part. 22 Co-b-alt. 23 M’I-nest-R-one.
24 Getting out. 25 Con. 28 AB’s-in-the. 29 Sergean-t. 30 L-emonade. 31 Les-I-ons. 33 Ex-Ist.

CRYPTIC CLUES
ACROSS: 9 What the horse that came
second was called? (5,4)
10 Tell us more about how intricate it is? (9)
12 It’s food, clot! (4)
13 He sees I get the order for drink I put
in (6)
14 Gives a nod, turning, prepared to
reverse (7)
15 “Awfully smart” is about all you can
hear (9)
17 Suggests it be for money (9)
18 Scolded when one overindulges,
foolishly (7)
19 “Open a tin” sufficed (6)
20 Jabber in French! (4)
23 Should, after getting them in trouble, I
reckoned (9)
25 Cannot go out leaving the child inside 
not I (9)
26 Pops and tots (4)
27 Do your utmost to get variety (6)
29 When the dog bounds round in, retreats
(7)
32 She’s survived to make a comeback in
“The Wicked Ladies” (3-6)
34 For a start, concocted a lulu of a plan!
(9)
35 Complaining about, though it’s for your
own protection (7)
36 Made to go back in time, Rex gets the
jitters (6)
37 Trip as you turn round (4)
38 “Number Ten, Hugo Turner” is
incomplete (3,6)
39 Having consulted with, gave to (9)
DOWN: 1 Is it not used in general

ACROSS
3 Pure flow in motion can become
very strong (8)
7 Plundering in refuse of grapes
outside (6)
8 Growing away from the main part
earlier in time (8)
9 Series of rhythmic steps at social
gatherings (6)
10 Add notes on a neat treatise
starting out (8)
11 An armed robber uses it to follow
a group (6)
14 A number set out new doctrines
(6)
17 Determined to spin reel to us
again (8)
18 Be in harmony with a common
musical term’s sound (6)
19 Part payments in signs of what is
to come (8)
20 Decorative or strangely neat (6)
21 Material for slippers of young
sheep’s relatives (8)

YOUR STARS

NICK BARNETT CHESS

JUMBO CROSSWORD
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THE ONLINE VERSION of Lindores Abbey match saw
the unthinkable: Magnus Carlsen ousted from the lead
and Hikaru Nakamura and Daniil Dubov playing it out
to the bitter end.
Carlsen had won the first set 3-0, but Nakamura fought
back in the second set and won the first game then
halving out for 2.5-1.5.
(Lindores Abbey Rapid Challenge was a 12-player
online super-tournament which took place on chess24
from May 19 to June 4 2020. It was the 2nd event of
the Magnus Carlsen Tour and the winner qualifies for
the Grand Final in August. Official website: chess24.
com/tour)
An unexpected advantage of youth in online speed
chess has been due to the use of touchpads vs mice.
Dubov used a touchpad for his online games, as did
the 16-year-old prodigy Alireza Firouzja when he
defeated Carlsen in a one-minute bullet match.
Undoubtedly the highlight of the week was Carlsen’s
18-move banter blitz defeat by a little-known Brazilian,
Luis Paulo Supi, a 23-year old 2572-rated grandmaster.
Scandinavian (centre counter) defence (B01)
1. e4 d5 2. exd5 Qxd5 3. Nf3 Bg4 4. Be2 Nc6 5. Nc3
Qd7 6. h3 Bxf3 7. Bxf3 O-O-O 8. O-O Nd4 9. a4 Kb8
10. Nb5 Nxf3+ 11. Qxf3 a6 12. c4 e5 13. d4 exd4 14. Bf4
axb5 15. axb5 Bd6 16. Ra2 Qf5 17. Rfa1 Kc8 18. Qc6
You can watch Daniel King’s analysis here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=noZp-VVXRhI
Magnus Carlsen’s astonished reaction was also
recorded. Look for ‘That is dirty!’ Magnus Carlsen
destroyed in 18 moves’ on YouTube.
***
IN SOUTH AFRICA the online Chess community is
burgeoning, with several enterprising groups and
individuals organizing online tournaments.
• The Free State’s ‘Boerseun’ (whose real name is
not known to me but who is an International Arbiter)
organized a ‘Corona Chess War’ on the 31 May (3+0
Blitz). There were 9 teams and this was the final result
(leader moniker in brackets): 1. Western Cape Chess
(SouthAfrican Rhino) 879 points 2. Nelson Mandela
Bay Chess Union (Freddyf5) 689 points 3.Gauteng
North Chess (Patzer) 688 points 4. JHB Metro
(aNaartjie) 661 points 5. Free State Chess (Vundlalov)
421 points 6. SBD chess (keffies04) 396 points 7.
Sedibeng Chess Union (LJLepota) 359 points 8.
Overberg Chess Group (OneWayJesus) 252 points 9.
Buffalo City Chess (The_blunderist) 95 points.
• All of these groups are using the Facebook page of
Chess South Africa. Check that it has this number in
the address line: 671731996193378
• On a minor note, my Thursday night chess group now
meets via Zoom and uses Lichess. I do miss the easy
sociability (and the wine), but it is better than nothing!
***
For comment or news please write to thechessnik@
gmail.com

2

3

4

5

If today is your birthday:
Come on, this new year you can, leave nothing to
chance. So work on your outcomes, work on getting
there. It was never going to be easy, however. So
keep going, and you’ll be trending, and leaving
hardship behind.

you. You always try so hard, now maybe you can
take the pressure off. You’ve come far. And you can
go far.
Libra (24 September-23 October)
You’re so close you can feel it. You put in the
effort when all seemed lost. Now you can see
the results. Don’t despair you are in the right place,
even if times are wrong. So keep at it, it’s there to
be had.

Aries (21 March-20 April)
If you think about it, you’re always the most
confident one in the room. This week you need to
work on it, because there will be challenges, to test
your resolve. Visualise yourself getting there and it
can happen. Sooner than you thought.

Scorpio (24 October-22 November)
Time to step up your efforts, time to adjust your
plans. Somehow all is possible, you were on your
way, now you’re arriving. So don’t let up even in the
face of grave problems, which led you to question
yourself.

Taurus (21 April-21 May)
Sometimes you need positive energy to keep going.
This week keep chipping away, lots of small triumphs
add up to a lot. So go for it, nothing can hold you
back, not even what life throws at you. You can
overcome it.

Sagittarius (23 November-21 December)
Things have changed, you have adapted. Now is
the time to change the rules, play a different game.
You’re always up to the challenge, where all is
asked of you. You wouldn’t have it any other way.
Challenge accepted.

Gemini (22 May-21 June)
This week take what you can from the situation. You
will find yourself trending, getting over things. All you
need is that special something, that sets you apart
from the rest. Somehow this is where you want to
be, no question.

Capricorn (22 December-20 January)
You don’t see why you can’t dream big this new
week. If you put in the work, you can, so don’t
think you can’t. It’s all about keeping the pressure,
pursuing what you want. Leave nothing to chance,
keep at it.

Cancer (22 June-23 July)
Time to make a splash, time to realise your potential.
You always said you would make it, now despite
everything you are on your way. So take the gap
and see yourself in a new light. Times are after all
different now.

Aquarius (21 January-19 February)
You are on the brink, hard to carry on. Now is the
time to recalculate. Re-do what wasn’t working,
discarding the ineffective. Find yourself in a new
place, in the realm of the possible, now when much
is asked of you.

Leo (24 July-23 August)
Somehow you turned things around, when it seemed
nothing but impossible. So enjoy your success and
it comes hard earned. What you want and what you
love to do, is on the agenda. Don’t ever look back,
bad days will be over.

Pisces (20 February-20 March)
You were always the one to feel the most. This
week take those feelings and make them work for
you, not against. You can overcome almost anything
when you’re in touch with your power. Love changes
everything. So change it.

Virgo (24 August-23 September)
The tide has turned, time to be adapting to a
changing time. Somehow you can make it work for
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE
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10 MINUTE CROSSWORD

White to move and mate in 2
Solution:
1. Qg4 Bc4 2. Ne6 mate!
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NORTH
♠JT3
♥A843
♦92
♣AKQ8
WEST		EAST
♠ A K 9 8 6 4		 ♠ 7
♥ 7 6		
♥95
♦ 8 5 4		
♦KQT63
♣ 4 3		
♣JT965
SOUTH
♠Q52
♥KQJT2
♦AJ7
♣72
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DOWN
2 Trouble (3,5) 3 Aloof unfeeling person
(4,4) 4 Prevail on (6) 5 Pigs (5)
6 Intellect (5)
7 Sales talk (5)
12 Talk garrulously (3)
13 Plaything (3)
14 An unexpected gain (8)
15 Catch unawares (8)
19 Business magnate (6)
20 Stage in development (5)
21 Brusque (5)
22 An instant (5)

DOWN
1 When one likes better, one does
what (7)
2 Name a cultivated variety of
turnip (5)
3 What are daily records (7)
4 What is a little ball (6)
5 Name some single steps (5)
6 To act out again, is to do what (7)
7 What is another term for saucy (5)
13 To be restricted, is to be what (7)
15 To acquire is to do what (7)
16 What perhaps, is dawn (7)
17 What are sumptuous meals (6)
18 Who looks after people (5)
19 Who was told to get her gun (5)
20 What, in ancient Greece, was a
popular political assembly (5)

TODAY’S SOLUTIONS:
Across: 1 Shack. 8 Snowdrop. 9 Stall. 10 Cut no ice. 11 Jaffa. 12 Get. 16 Persia. 17 Odious.
18 Sty. 23 Adapt. 24 Hard luck. 25 Maxim. 26 Soft spot. 27 Sleek.
Down: 2 Hot water. 3 Cold fish. 4 Induce. 5 Swine. 6 Brain. 7 Spiel. 12 Gas. 13 Toy. 14 Windfall.
15 Surprise. 19 Tycoon. 20 Phase. 21 Gruff. 22 Flash.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD

Gary Brookins and Susie MacNelly

TREKNET					

Gavin Thomson and Dave Gomersall

Contract: 4♥ by South
TODAY’S SOLUTIONS
Across: 4 Papyrus.
8 Rawhide. 9 Lackeys.
10 Federal. 11 Ecstasy.
12 Splash. 14 Brutus.
18 Compare.
21 Avenger.
22 Ratings.
23 Taverns.
24 Reddens.
Down: 1 Prefers.
2 Swede. 3 Diaries.
4 Pellet. 5 Paces.
6 Reenact. 7 Sassy.
13 Limited.
15 Receive.
16 Sunrise. 17 Feasts.
18 Carer. 19 Annie.
20 Agora.

ACROSS
1 Roughly built hut (5) 8 Galanthus nivalis
(8) 9 Play for time (5) 10 Fail to make
impression (3,2,3) 11 A variety of orange
(5) 12 Obtain (3)
16 Former name for Iran (6)
17 Hateful (6)
18 Pigpen (3)
23 Modify (5)
24 Undeserved misfortune (4,4)
25 General truth (5)
26 A sentimental weakness (4,4)
27 Smooth and glossy (5)

ACROSS
4 Name a tall aquatic plant of the
sedge family (7)
8 What is untanned leather (7)
9 What are footmen or liveried
manservants (7)
10 Name an alternative term for
commonwealth (7)
11 What is rapturous delight (7)
12 To spatter, is to do what (6)
14 Name one of the assassins of
Julius Caesar (6)
18 To liken, is to do what (7)
21 Who exacts satisfaction (7)
22 What are assessments of TV or
radio audience size (7)
23 What are hotels or inns (7)
24 When one blushes, one does
what (7)

SHOE					

Early Play: West leads ♠A, ♠K, and a third
spade, ruffed by East, who started with one
spade. East then leads the ♦K. What is your
plan?
Recommended Line: You have lost three tricks
already. After taking your ♦A at trick four, they
have the ♦Q to cash, which will defeat the
contract. In the movies, the hero always escapes
from the most impossible situations. Here, you
have to be the hero; be sure to write the script
very carefully. This is how it goes: you win the
diamond switch, and rattle off five heart tricks.
At this point, nine cards have been played. You
need East to hold the ♦Q, and four or more
clubs (both of which are quite likely, given East’s
spade shortage). If these two conditions are
satisfied, you have, in effect, already made the
contract. Why so? Because East needs all of the
five cards mentioned, but everybody has been
forced down to four cards. Whatever card East
discarded at trick nine, has just given you the
contract. Eat your heart out, Houdini!

SUDOKU

CRYPTIC: Across: 1 Defers. 4 Pirate.
9 Foreign stamps. 10 Everest. 11 Risen.
12 Sorts. 14 Ambit. 18 Pleat. 19 Incense.
21 Queen of hearts. 22 Effect. 23 Utters.
Down: 1 Differ. 2 Forget oneself. 3 Raise.
5 Interim. 6 Admission free. 7 Easing.
8 Units. 13 Titanic. 15 Opaque. 16 Jiffy.
17 Ceases. 20 Cheat.
QUICK: Across: 1 Direct. 4 Elicit.
9 Recrudescence. 10 Eclipse. 11 Fleet.
12 Hitch. 14 Trite. 18 Array. 19 Radiate.
21 Confederation. 22 Please. 23 Dainty.
Down: 1 Darken. 2 Recalcitrance. 3 Clump.
5 Lucifer. 6 Concentration. 7 Twenty.
8 Rebel. 13 Coyness. 15 Madcap. 16 Greed.
17 Meanly. 20 Drama..

CLANCY			

Mark Lynch

TODAY’S SOLUTIONS

CRYPTIC CLUES
ACROSS
1 Puts one off, in a humble way? (6)
4 He stole away from the shore (6)
9 They’re likely to get stuck abroad
(7,6)
10 The height of a severe storm (7)
11 Got up to change the reins (5)
12 What one is not well out of? (5)
14 Scope, and a doctor takes it (5)
18 Crease some simple attire (5)
19 Is it the smell that makes people
furious? (7)
21 Quite a card, but robbed by a
knave (5,2,6)
22 A result of some consequence
(6)
23 Circulates, so to speak (6)

DOWN
1 Act in a disagreeable manner (6)
2 Lose control and give advice to
the would-be altruist? (6,7)
3 Lift up beams, we hear (5)
5 You might find merit in the
meantime (7)
6 Release after a confession without
a charge (9,4)
7 Adjustment in ages perhaps (6)
8 Groups of soldiers from exotic
Tunis (5)
13 Giant I beat in less than a moment
(7)
15 Pop a question that’s somewhat
obscure (6)
16 A moment of informality (5)
17 Stops some injustice as
essentially unfair (6)
20 Teach the wrong way (5)

1 Straight (6)
4 Draw out (6)
9 Fresh outbreak
(13)
10 Surpass (7)
11 Armada (5)
12 Tether (5)
14 Hackneyed (5)
18 Equipage (5)
19 Broadcast (7)
21 League (13)
22 Delight (6)
23 Fastidious (6)

DOWN
1 Obscure (6)
2 Refractoriness
(13)
3 Cluster (5)
5 Satan (7)
6 Undivided
attention (13)
7 Score (6)
8 Insurgent (5)
13 Diffidence (7)
15 Hare-brained
(6)
16 Covetousness
(5)
17 Basely (6)
20 Stage play (5)

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every
3X3 grid contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats.

WORD PLAY

We have found 63 words that can be made from the letters
in the square, each of which uses the letter in the middle
and contains at least four letters. We challenge you to beat
this, and also to make at least one nine-letter word. No
abbreviations, initials or foreign words unless they form
words in everyday use. No plurals.
Today’s Target: Good 42; very good 51; excellent 63.

Today’s solutions: airer arise arrest arris aster astir erst gaiter
garret garter gear girt grate grater gratis great grist grit grits
irate rage ragi raise rare rase raster rate rear REGISTRAR resat
resit rest rise riser rite sari satire sear serai serra sierra sire
sitar stager stair star stare stir stirrer stria stare targe tarrier tear
terai terra tier tiger tire triage trias trier trig

QUICK CLUES
ACROSS

